
1 

March/April 2021 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

PEPA Conference 2021 ................... 1 

Confirmed Exhibitors...................... 2 

PEPA Conference Draft Agenda ..... 3 

Message from PEPA Chairman ....... 4 

Government Engagement ............... 5 

Stakeholder Engagement ................ 5 

Consultations .................................. 5 

Consultations (cont’d) ..................... 6 

Other News ...................................... 6 

Other News (cont’d) ........................ 7 

COVID 19 ......................................... 7 

Andrew Warren (BEEF) .................. 7 

Contact Details ................................ 7 

NEWSLETTER 

PEPA Conference 2021 

Book through Eventbrite here 

The first online PEPA Conference will include updates on ECO4, MEES, PAS2035 & 

PAS2038, the EPC Action Plan, Building Regs and the Homes Upgrade Grant. 

PEPA have held successful conferences for Energy Assessors since 2018, with 
excellent feedback from delegates. Both domestic and non-domestic 
assessors have attended past events. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we are holding our first on-line conference 
this year and we hope to reach those who have found it difficult to attend 
past conferences due to distance or time restraints.  
 
Delegates will be able to submit questions throughout the day - those that 
are not answered during the conference will be addressed after the event 
and the answers published on the PEPA website.  
 

*** Up to 5 hours CPD available. ***  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pepa-conference-2021-tickets-139401091417
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Our 6 government accredited members: 

Confirmed Exhibitors 

Integrated Environmental Solutions 
“Amidst global calls for a Green Recovery, we know that buildings can play a huge part in making 
it possible. After more than a quarter of a century facilitating the energy efficient design of 
individual buildings across the globe, now, with our ICL Digital Twin technology, we're tackling the 
built environment at scale – from citizens up to companies, campuses, communities, cities and 
even whole countries. Making it possible to manage the present, road-map the future and learn 
from the past to Build Back Better.” 

zPlan 
“zPlan’s online floor plan software allows you to create detailed, attractive floor plans quickly and 
simply. Our fast, easy-to-use software is the perfect tool for Estate Agents, Energy Assessors, 
Interior Designers and Architects.” 

Property Tectonics 
“We are a community of people who have integrity, honesty and professionalism. We are 
committed to delighting customers, delivering a highly responsive service which provides best 
value and superior quality in every area of activity. We are team players; smart, high quality 
people who possess an extra-ordinary level of job satisfaction and reward through working 
profitability. In short we are about: Delighting customers, making money, and being good 
citizens.”  

MEP 

“The Association of Midlands Energy Professionals is a group of Midlands based Energy 

Professionals, including Domestic and Commercial Energy Assessors, Air Conditioning assessors 

and DEC assessors, who seek to improve the skill levels and professional standards of those 

engaged in the delivery of Energy Performance Certificates and Display Energy Certificates.“ 

JPA|TL 

“We provide straightforward, effective, easy to use software for the construction industry, 

specialising in thermal calculation tools which enable designers to improve the energy 

performance of buildings and to demonstrate compliance with the increasingly complex 

requirements of building regulations.” 

Other confirmed exhibitors: 

ACE WIZARD 

“Officially launched in April 2015, ACE Wizard Ltd is a family run business set up by brothers Rob 

& Ashley Warburton and was created to help provide companies with something more than just 

compliance when undertaking Air Conditioning Inspections.  Since the introduction of these Air 

Conditioning Inspections "TM44's", we've been working as and with registered Air Conditioning 

Energy Assessors (ACEA's), and become increasingly frustrated at the level of useable energy in-

formation containing in the standard report.  We realised with our knowledge and experience in 

the industry and in commercial software environments we could add to the information cap-

tured, and help get energy efficiency on the table in the board room. “ 
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Full agenda to be confirmed, sessions will include 

 Input from the Government, representatives from BEIS and MHCLG 

 MEES consultations and impacts 

 Building Regs—Future Buildings/Home Standards 

 ECO4 

 Home Upgrade Grant—how this works with the LAD funding schemes 

 Devolved Administration—specific versions of above 

 Break-out sessions on PAS2035 and PAS2038 

 Panel Q & A session with Schemes 

 Up to 5 hours CPD 

 Only £50 

Book through Eventbrite here 

The conference will be introduced by Lord Foster of Bath, followed by Philip Dunne, MP, Chair 

of the Environmental Audit Committee (EAC). 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pepa-conference-2021-tickets-139401091417
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Message from PEPA Chairman, Andy Parkin 

Hello All, and welcome to the March/April PEPA Newsletter. 

I can’t believe it is already March, a phenomenon that occurs every year (February is so short), 
but it still catches me off guard. 

What an important year 2021 is shaping up to be. But before we get onto that, let’s address 
Covid-19 (again).  I write this having reviewed the PM's plans for exiting lockdown, and I am 

genuinely looking forward rather than taking one day at a time. 

Since the start of the third lockdown on Jan 4th, we have seen less than typical work/lodgement volumes.  Compared 
to January and February in 2020, the industry saw volumes approx. 20% down.  We have seen this trend reversing 
since the last week of February, so hopefully the effects of a long and necessary lockdown are subsiding.  After 
speaking with industry stakeholders, it seems to be the case that either homeowners have held back from marketing 
properties due to the stamp duty ending in March or a general reluctance to put houses on the market.  Commercial 
property access seems to have been an issue too.  It will be interesting to see what happens as lockdown eases 
further and government’s massaging of the market begins to take effect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to hear that the government have extended the Stamp Duty Holiday by 3 months.  This gives the house 
selling sector time to complete in progress sales and does support the industry. I  am encouraged there is detail on 
how lower value sales are to be supported until September.  The launch of the Mortgage Guarantee Scheme in 
April will support and encourage the sale of properties where the buyers have only a 5% deposit.  This should 
invigorate transactions, particularly for buyers who have struggled to save a large enough deposit - especially in areas 
where house prices are higher, or salaries are lower. 

Finally, it would be remiss of me not to remind our readers of the big changes planned this year from government. 
PEPA are eagerly assisting government with their ambitious EPC Action Plan, to improve the EPC, the methodologies 
and the process of producing EPCs.  These developments should see additional trust and focus on EPCs and should 
ensure the EPC has a long and successful future at the heart of government climate change and energy reduction 
policy.  There will be plenty to say and do with regards these changes, and all Energy Assessors will be key in this. 
Please keep reading our newsletters, following us on Social Media and reading our news pages to stay informed and 
active in what is happening. 

Have a great start to Spring! 

Andrew Parkin, Chair of PEPA 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-56268159
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PEPA ENGAGEMENT WITH GOVERNMENT  

PEPA and its members engaged with Government and other stakeholders on: 

 Future Buildings Standard Consultation with MHCLG 

 The next Energy Company Obligation scheme—ECO4 and use of EPCs within government schemes, with BEIS, 

MHCLG and Ofgem 

 Continuing development of the EPC Action Plan (with MHCLG and BEIS) 

 EPBD Transposition of Directives—proposals to increase compliance 

 Green Homes Grant 

 PAS 2018—development of the standard 

 How to improve the energy performance in owner occupied properties—PEPA is involved in workshops hosted by 

BEIS 

 BEIS Energy White Paper 

PEPA ENGAGEMENT WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS 

PEPA has had meetings with the following organisations, promoting Scheme members’ interests: 

 Ofgem 

 SEA 

 BEEF 

 Checkatrade 

 Elemental 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

CONSULTATIONS 

PEPA responded to the following consultations during January and February 2021: 

 Improving the Home Energy Performance through Lenders 

 Improving the energy performance of privately rented homes 

PEPA will respond to the following consultations: 

 Future Buildings Standard Consultation 

The government are yet to publish the outcome to the 2019 public consultation ‘A new deal for renting’. 
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CONSULTATIONS (cont’d) 
Reminder about The Future Buildings Standard Open Consultation 

This consultation is the second stage of MHLG’s two-part consultation on proposed changes to Part L (Conservation 
of fuel and power) and Part F (ventilation) of the Building Regulations. 

It builds on the Future Homes Standard consultation by setting out energy and ventilation standards for non-
domestic buildings, existing homes and includes proposals to mitigate against overheating in residential buildings. 

It sets out proposals for a Future Buildings Standard, which provides a pathway to highly efficient non-domestic 
buildings which are zero carbon ready, better for the environment and fit for the future. 

This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 13 April 2021 and can be accessed here - The Future Buildings Standard. 

Energy Assessors are urged to review the consultation document and respond to any areas they feel that they can 
contribute to. 

OTHER NEWS 

New Register Fees – Reduction in Fees (PEPA members were involved in getting these reduced) 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), has confirmed that Central Register fees for 
both domestic and non-domestic (commercial) lodgements will be reduced from April 2021. Before Christmas, PEPA 
joined MHCLG to debate a potential reduction in fees.  We are delighted that, following these discussions and 
approval from Government, the reduction in register fees will come into effect this Spring. 

The amendment to the Central Register fees was debated in Parliament last week.  Listen to the audio recording 
online via the Parliament website. 

From 1 April 2021 the domestic register fee will reduce from £1.86 per lodgement to £1.64 per lodgement. There is a 
substantial reduction in the non-domestic (commercial) fee which becomes £1.89 instead of the existing fee of 
£9.84.  Scotland fees are unchanged.  We fully support MHCLG in confirming these changes and it is a substantial 
boost to the energy assessment industry as a whole. 

PEPA Chairman comments: "I am delighted with this decision by the government.  When they signalled their intent 
to bring the E&W and NI Central Register ‘in-house’, PEPA questioned the difference in lodgement fees between 
Domestic and Non-Domestic and the level of fee in general.  The fees hadn’t changed for a few years and were 
always linked to lodgement volumes.  PEPA and its members wanted all lodgements to be considered in setting this 
price, rather than being reviewed in isolation.  This decision brings the fees much closer, the only difference is the 
slightly larger dataset and (in most cases) dual lodgement nature of Non-Domestic reports. This is another example 
that government is listening to the industry and considering the suggestions we make.  We look forward to working 
with the government register team to continually improve the current register provision." 

Andrew Parkin, PEPA Chairman 

Reminder about The Scottish Heat in Buildings Strategy open Consultation 

This draft Heat in Building Strategy outlines the steps Scottish Government will take to reduce greenhouse gas emis-

sions from Scotland’s homes, workplaces and community buildings and to ensure that poor energy performance is 

removed as a driver of fuel poverty. 

The Strategy encompasses an update to the 2018 Energy Efficient Scotland Route Map and the 2015 Heat Policy 

Statement.  The consultation is available here - Scottish Heat in Buildings Stategy 

The government are running a number of workshops as part of the process, and to register for a place on one (or 

more) of these workshops, please email heatinbuildings@gov.scot clearly marking your email with the event(s) you 

wish to attend. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-future-buildings-standard
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/5bc8a033-6d10-4833-ad92-54d08f0a24f1
https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/5bc8a033-6d10-4833-ad92-54d08f0a24f1
https://consult.gov.scot/energy-and-climate-change-directorate/heat-in-buildings-strategy/
mailto:heatinbuildings@gov.scot
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Andrew Warren, is the Chairman of the British Energy Efficiency Federation (BEEF) (of 
which PEPA was a founder member).  He himself founded, and was the director of, both 
the UK Association for the Conservation of Energy and of its opposite number EuroACE. 

 
A former special advisor to the House of Commons Environment Select Committee, he was awarded 
Energy Journalist of the Year.  A long-time Daily Telegraph columnist, he writes a monthly column for 
the magazine Energy in Buildings & Industry.   

Andrew chaired the EU working party that led to the initial Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive, the originator of both DECs and EPCs.   

His latest articles from Energy in Buildings & Industry magazine are available on the PEPA website: 

November/December 2020 

 March 2021 

Property Energy Professionals Association 

The Old Rectory 

Church Lane 

Thornby 

Northamptonshire 

NN6 8SN 
 

Tel: 0800 0499 907 

Email: info@pepassociation.org  

If you have any feedback, questions or comments for 
PEPA please e-mail shirley@pepassociation.org 

Andrew Warren (BEEF) 

COVID 19 

The PEPA Resource Kit for Assessors v5 is available, download it here . 

PEPA Chairman, Andy Parkin, speaks at Elemental Event -  here 

OTHER NEWS (cont’d) 

Don’t scrap EPCs, redesign them like a food label 

Article by Martyn Reed, MD of PEPA member Elmhurst Energy: here  

https://www.pepassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/EiBI-MARCH-2021.pdf
mailto:shirley@pepassociation.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pepa-limited
https://twitter.com/PEPA_LTD
https://www.pepassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/PEPA-Resource-Kit-v5-February-2020.pdf
https://www.pepassociation.org/2021/03/05/pepa-chairman-takes-part-in-elemental-talks-session-on-lets-talk-about-retrofitting-social-housing/
https://www.pepassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Dont-scrap-EPCs-redesign-them-to-show-cost-carbon-AND-energy-metrics.pdf

